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WHERE IS KHOJALU? 
 
 

 
 
 

Khojalu (az. Khojaly)  a settlement located between Stepanakert, the cap 
ital of the NagornoKarabakh Autonomous Region (NKAR), and Askeran, 
another Armenianpopulated city. 
As part of the state policy of the Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan (AzSSR) to 
purge the NKAR of Armenians, as openly acknowledged by Heydar Ali 
yev1, the head of the Central Committee of the AzSSR, Khojaly began to 
be intensively populated by Azerbaijanis, with only two Armenian families 
remaining in the settlement by late 1980s. 
In 1989, in the wake of pogroms targeting Meskhetian Turks in Fergana2 

and their subsequent expulsion from Uzbekistan, the Azerbaijani author 
ities determined to populate the settlement of Khojalu with the refugees 
from Fergana as part of their ongoing demographic expansion to the Na 
gornoKarabakh Autonomous Region. Thus, over a short period of time 
the population of the settlement grew from 2 to 6 thousand people, and 
Khojalu was officially granted the status of a town. 
Later, the Meskhetian Turks will be used as a human shield during the 
liberation of Khojalu. 

 
 
 

1 Agabek Askerov: Aliyev took swift action to change the demographic profile of NagornoKarabakh by mov 
ing Azerbaijanis to settle in the region, too. Regretfully, he did not have time to complete his political mission, 
for those who took over the country’s leadership after him destroyed his political legacy. https://haqqin.az/ 
news/22225 
Heydar Aliyev: Secondly, I am referring to a period when I was the first secretary. Back then, I did a lot to assist 
with the development of NagornoKarabakh. At the same time, I attempted to change the demographics there. 
They raised the issue of establishing a university in NagornoKarabakh. Here, everyone objected. I thought it 
over and decided to do it. But on one condition: there will be three sectors  Azerbaijani, Russian and Arme 
nian. It was done. Rather than sending Azerbaijanis from nearby regions to Baku, we used to send them there. 
They opened a large shoe factory there. On its own, the city of Stepanakert lacked workforce. 
So, we sent there Azerbaijanis from the neighboring areas. With these and other measures, I sought to have 
more Azerbaijanis in NagornoKarabakh, while the number of Armenians dwindled. http://archive.is/EPPo6 
2 The ethnic conflict between Uzbeks and Meskhetian Turks in MayJune of 1989 in the Fergana region of 
the Uzbek Soviet Repuplic, leading to the deportation of the Meskhetian Turks and their settlement in Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. 

http://archive.is/EPPo6
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The map of operation in Khojalu and the path of exodus of civilians 
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According to the report by the Memorial human rights organization1 from 
late September 1991, the residential areas of Stepanakert, the capital of 
the NagornoKarabakh Autonomous Region, were under continuous ar 
tillery fire and bombardment with modified Alazan antihail rockets from 
five Azerbaijanipopulated strongholds of Malibeyli, Shushi, Jangasan, 
Krkzhan and Khojaly causing significant civilian casualties and destruction 
in the city. 
Starting from February 1992, they used Grad multiplelaunch rocket sys 
tems and other artillery systems for shelling from these settlements turn 
ing them into firing positions. 
Stepanakert, which then sheltered some 35,000 Armenian refugees who 
had escaped pogroms and had been forcibly displaced from Baku, 
Sumgait and other regions of Azerbaijan, was cut off supplies even from 
nearby settlements under external and internal blockade. This not only 
made the blockaded city of Stepanakert a live target, but also doomed it 
to starvation. The blockade of Stepanakert then became a true siege. 
Human Rights Watch2: Traces of shelling can be seen on virtually every 
residential building in the western part of the city. Considering the nature 
and extent of the damage, it is clear that they were deliberately targeted and 
repeatedly attacked. In addition, these and other residential areas of the city, 
which were not immediately targeted by military attacks, were directly 
exposed to shelling. At the onset of winter, all of this made most of the 
Stepanakert residents move to their cellars to keep safe from shelling.” 
Inessa Burkova, a Russian journalist3: “Artillery kept firing, it was 
1992. We were stuck sitting in the cellar: we could even put up a Christ 

 
1 Report of Memorial Human Rights Center http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm 
2 Report Bloodshed in the Caucasus. The Escalation of The Armed Conflict in NagornoKarabakh by the 
monitoring delegation of The Helsinki Watch, 1993 https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/ 
3 xocali.tv/xocalinet/?p=881 

http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/


49  

WHAT ROLE DID KHOJALU PLAY IN THE KARABAKH WAR? 

 
 

mas tree down there in the cellar, can you believe it! So many houses were 
destroyed, so many people perished... it was truly horrible, but they 
bravely held on.” 
A resident of Stepanakert4: “At the time, I was 1213 years old, and I 
remember how we used to stay overnight in our cellars; those were very 
hard times  without water and electricity. We had to carry water from 
afar in cans and canisters. I recall hearing a blast as we played in the 
courtyard. We raced off to the cellar. Only later did we learn that a build 
ing had been destroyed and many had lost their lives.” 
Anzhelica Chechina, a Russian journalist5: “On January 2125, I was in 
Stepanakert. The city still had neither electricity nor water supply. The 
water was so hard to get that it was embarrassing to drink tea. There was 
nothing to buy with food vouchers. There have already been cases of 
swelling from starvation in the city ... Stepanakert resembled the newsreel 
from the besieged Leningrad.” 
For Stepanakert, clearing blocked roads leading up to the city and 
suppressing the firing positions planted in its vicinity was the only way 
out. 
In late January and early February 1992, following the  liberation  of the 
Krkzhan settlement in the suburb of Stepanakert and the village  of 
Malibeyli, located three kilometers away from the city, the issue of firing 
positions, which continued to pose an everpresent threat from Khojalu, 
Shushi and other settlements, sensibly returned to the agen da. 
A distinctive feature of the settlement of Khojalu was that, on the one hand, 
it had a thoroughfare that linked not only Stepanakert and Askeran 
– two largest Armenian cities, but also other settlements of the autono 
mous region, and on the other hand, it had the only airport providing the 
air communication of NagornoKarabakh with the outside world. From 
1990 onwards, the premises of the airport were controlled by the OMON 

 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 



6 A special force police detachment of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan. 
7 Report of Memorial Human Rights Center http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm 
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unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Soviet Republic of Azerbai 
jan6, which perpetrated acts of violence and illtreatment against passen 
gers and pilots of Armenian origin7. 
In the fall of 1991, Khojalu, as one of the links in the blockade of Step 
anakert, went itself under blockade becoming exposed to retaliatory fire 
from the blockaded cities of Stepanakert and Askeran due to its geo 
graphic location. 

 
 

http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm
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As it was imperative to break through the blockade and suppress the firing 
points, the Armenian side made a decision to end the blockade with the 
liberation of Khojalu considering the strategic importance of its highway 
and airport. 
On February 25, 1992, the town went under assault with the foreknowl 
edge of the official Baku and the local authorities in Khojalu and Agdam1. 
According to various sources a portion of the civilian population of Khojalu 
abandoned the town long before the assault went underway, and by late 
February 1992, there remained from 1,000 to 4,000 people – mostly 
civilians and members of the Azerbaijani armed groups. 
On February 25, Khojalu took artillery fire from assaulting Armenian 
troops at around 11 pm. Incidentally, the barracks planted deep into the 
residential area and the defensive outposts were the first to be destroyed 
in the town. The Armenian infantry units entered the town between 1 and 
4 o’clock in the morning, on February 26. 
Some of the residents left the blockaded town but a full evacuation of 
civilians was not organized despite requests from E. Mamedov  the head 
of the executive power of Khojalu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Khojaly. The Chronicle of Genocide, Baku 1993 p. 12, ed. Azerneshr, comp. Elmira Akhundova, editors: 
Sabir Rustamkhanly, Chingiz Alioglu, Fuad Farajev 
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Elman Mamedov, the mayor of Khojalu2: “On 
February 25 at 8.30 pm., we received reports that 
enemy tanks and infantry fighting vehicles were 
taking combat positions around the town. We 
reported this to everyone over the radio. (By the 
way, on February 24, I made a telephone call to 
Agdam and reported that an Armenian militant 

we captured informed us about the impending attack... There was no 
response action). I asked to send in helicopters to evacuate the elderly, 
women and children. The help never came... 
We were blocked from three sides, only the way to Askeran was left open. 
By the time the Armenian infantrymen joined the assault, everything had 
been destroyed in Khojaly, and many of its inhabitants were killed. We 
stood our ground in the trenches until 2 am. Unable to withstand the 
onslaught, the defenders and the population of the town began to retreat. 
After crossing the icy waters of the river, we headed for the mountain of 
Ketiyin3.” 
According to Ramiz Fataliyev4, the  head  of the 
Commission for Investigation of the events in 
Khojalu, the villagers were deliberately left in the 
blockaded town and were not evacuated by the 
Baku authorities: “It was believed that if we 
evacuate the population, we would thereby invite 
the Armenians to take the town. That way, we would have urged the 
Armenians to go on the offensive. Even the members of the Security 
Council knew that Armenians could not commit acts of genocide. They 
thought that if the people left the place, we would give Khojaly away on 
our own.” 

 

2 From the interview of E. Mamedov to Ch. Mustafayev: «On February 24, the Azerbaijani authorities in 
Agdam transmitted over radio to everyone who heard the communication that a captured Armenian gunman 
had informed that they would destroy Khojaly to commemorate those killed in the Sumgait pogroms, and that 
the operation had already been prepared. We asked to send in helicopters to evacuate women 
3 Khojaly. The Chronicle of Genocide, Baku 1993, p. 15, ed. Azerneshr, comp. Elmira Akhundova, editors: 
Sabir Rustamkhanly, Chingiz Alioglu, Fuad Farajev 
4 “Siyasi uzaqgörənliyin olmaması Xocalı hadisxsinə gətirib çıxırdı” https://www.azadliq.org/a/1818751.html 

http://www.azadliq.org/a/1818751.html
http://www.azadliq.org/a/1818751.html
http://www.azadliq.org/a/1818751.html


54  

 

At the same time, according to the Azerbaijani journalist Eynulla Fatulla 
yev, only livestock and a few Azerbaijanis were evacuated. Whereas the 
Meskhetian Turks were left to their fate5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 “They took time to evacuate livestock but not the people” http://www.xocali.net/en/diary_fatullayev.html 

http://www.xocali.net/en/diary_fatullayev.html
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Initially, the Azerbaijani side categorically denied the existence of a hu 
manitarian corridor seeking to plant doubts in the minds of observers and 
those who investigated the tragedy. 
“The information about the existence of a “free corridor” was not com 
municated to most of the residents of Khojaly,” told S. Gannushkina to the 
Vesti.az news agency in 2010 while omitting to mention whose responsi 
bility it should have been to inform the public. In 1992, the report signed 
by Gannushkina from Memorial Human Rights Center stated that at least 
one person from among the inhabitants of Khojalu learned from the mil 
itary about the impending assault and the free corridor provided by the 
Armenian side for the evacuation of civilians1. 
Thus, several members of the military personnel and at least one civilian 
(rather than just one person) were aware of the existence of the human 
itarian corridor and chose to withhold this information from the public. 
In its turn, the Bakinskiy Rabochiy newspaper published a report stating 
that a few days before the assault, the Armenian side had informed the 
authorities of Khojalu about the impending attack over radio. They urged 
for an immediate and complete removal of the civilian population from the 
town through the humanitarian corridor that they had left open all the way 
along the riverbed and railroad tracks from Khojalu past Askeran to the 
city of Agdam – then occupied by the Azerbaijani forces2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Report of Memorial Human Rights Center http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm 
2 Ibid. 

http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm
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Salman Abbasov, a 66yearold resident of 
Khojalu3: “Several days before the tragedy, Ar 
menians repeatedly told us by radio that they 
would capture the town and demanded that we 
leave. Helicopters had not flown to Khojaly for 
a long time, and it was unclear whether any 
one cared or was concerned about our fate. 
We received virtually no help. Moreover, when 
it was still possible to take women, children 

and the elderly out of the town, they sought to talk us out of it. They prom 
ised to undertake an operation in the near future to capture the city of 
Askeran and break the blockade of Khojaly. That never happened... What 
was the purpose of lying to us, why our children had to die and who will 
answer for this?” 
Thus, aware of the impending assault on Khojaly, the Azerbaijani author 
ities failed to warn its population or to reveal the existence of a humani 
tarian corridor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Khojaly. The Chronicle of Genocide, Baku 1993, p. 31, ed. Azerneshr, comp. Elmira Akhundova, editors: 
Sabir Rustamkhanly, Chingiz Alioglu, Fuad Farajev 
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Following the logic of the hostilities, if the Armenian side had intended to 
crack down on the civilian population of Khojalu, they would have never 
been given them an advance warning over loudspeakers in the first place, 
and then they would not have let them out of the town. However, the 
bodies of the victims were found 10 kilometers away from Khojalu, i.e.   at 
a distance of 700 meters from the Azerbaijani positions in Agdam, as 
testified by the Azerbaijani journalist Chingiz Mustafayev who was later 
killed in action. 
“I saw with my own eyes that I had already  passed through  this place.  It 
was the same pork farm 10 kilometers away from Khojaly. More than 50 
bodies lay scattered at a distance of 700 meters from our positions in 
Derebey. The footage shot from above shows 10 of our men roaming 
among the corpses, which to this day remains a mystery that I shudder to 
think about. They were from Agdam and they wore military uniform. 
There were six of us who stayed there and spent 45 minutes filming. The 
place was 25 meters off the road leading to Nakhijevanik. Twice, trucks 
full of Armenians drove past on that road. They noticed us, and we had to 
walk back to Agdam1.” 
The evidence that the corridor was not a trap is given by the fact that the 
mayor of Khojalu, Elman Mamedov, whose duties included the organized 
evacuation of civilians through the provided corridor, reached Agdam un 
scathed. Presently, he is a deputy at the Parliament of Azerbaijan (Milli 
Mejlis). 
Besides, since the bodies were found near the Azerbaijani positions, it 
would be more correct to dub the events as those of “Agdam” rather than 
“Khojaly”. 

 
 

1 Testimony by Ch. Mustafayev given at the session of the Investigation Commission of the Supreme Council 
of Azerbaijan. Chronicle. http://xocali.net/img/Chingiz.mp4 

http://xocali.net/img/Chingiz.mp4
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Nakhijevanik 
During the war, the village of Nakhijevanik changed hands several times 
and was burned to the ground as a result. Today, the refugee families 
from Sumgait live there. At the time of the Khojalu operation, it was con 
trolled by the Armenian side. 
A group of Azerbaijanis, who left Khojalu headed for the village of 
Nakhijevanik in the belief that it was under the control of the Azer 
baijani forces. This information was communicated to the group from 
Khojalu at the Azerbaijani frequency deliberately leading them astray 
and sending them to the Armenian positions, where an exchange of fire 
ensued. 
Suleiman Abbasov2, who retreated together with the surviving defenders 
and some of the Khojalu residents towards Nakhijevanik: “With a number 
of our residents, we reached the village of Nakhijevanik hoping to take 
refuge there: earlier, we received a radio communication that the village 
had been taken from the Armenian militants. The first shots were fired... 
A short fight ensued, in which we managed to break through and reach 
the road but an armored personnel carrier blocked our way... With great 
difficulty, we managed to get through as the help arrived just in time from 
Agdam.” 

 

 
2 Khojaly. The Chronicle of Genocide, Baku 1993, p. 28, ed. Azerneshr, comp. Elmira Akhundova, editors: 
Sabir Rustamkhanly, Chingiz Alioglu, Fuad Farajev 
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Human Rights Watch3: “Most of the residents from Khojalu followed a 
route that crossed a shallow river, then passed through the mountains;  at 
dawn, they reached open country near the village of Nakhijevanik con 
trolled by Armenians. It was there that the most intense shelling occurred.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the testimony of Minesh Aliyeva4, a resident of Khojalu, the 
group that headed for the positions held by the fighters of the NKR De 
fense Army included Alif Hajiyev – the military commandant of the Khojalu 
airport, who distinguished himself through atrocities and bullying against 
the Armenian population and the Armenian pilots. He was armed and, 
according to Aliyeva’s testimony, engaged in combat and was killed. 

 
 

3 Report Bloodshed in the Caucasus. The Escalation of The Armed Conflict in NagornoKarabakh by the mon 
itoring delegation of The Helsinki Watch, 1993 https://www.hr w.org/sites/default/files/reports/USSR2937. 
PDF 
4 http://xocali.org/index.php?p=gumanitarniy_korridor 

http://xocali.org/index.php?p=gumanitarniy_korridor
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“The magical power of suggestion possessed by figures is such that should 
a person accept any absurd quantitative statement, it becomes nearly im 
possible to override it not only with logic, but with other quantitative ar 
guments as well. The figure has the property of getting stuck in the brain 
irreversibly.”1 

While any death is a tragedy, “playing with figures” may have a great 
propaganda effect: in this case, the goal was to aggravate the guilt of the 
Armenian side and to absolve from responsibility those who had a chance 
to avoid the loss of life or minimize the death toll. 
According to Human Right Watch, the number of victims is estimated at 
200300 people2. The official investigation report of the Azerbaijani 
parliament states that 485 people lost their lives in this tragedy (including 
those frozen en route)3. 
While unable to produce a list with a specified number of names, the 
figure claimed by the official Azerbaijani propaganda is 613 dead. There 
are at least three official lists containing the names of those from Khojaly 
who lost their lives: 
- The list from the Embassy of Azerbaijan in China containing 540 names, 
brought down to 508 names after clearing the duplicates4. 
- The list from the Nash Vek newspaper featuring 602 names and 11 
unidentified bodies, brought down to 515 names after clearing the dupli 
cates5. 
- The list from Havva Mamedova published in the book Khojaly: Martyrs 

 

1 S. KaraMurza. “Manipulation of consciousness.” ed. Algorithm. Moscow2005. [Electronic resource] http:// 
www.karamurza.ru/books/manipul/manipul19.htm 
2 Human Right Watch, Azerbaijan: Seven years of conflict in NagornoKarabakh, New York, Washington, Los 
Angeles, London, Brussels, 1994, p. 7 
3 Tom de Waal. The Black Garden (Chapter 11. August 1991  May 1992) 
4 Falsification of death lists http://xocali.net/en/falsifikacijaspiskovpogibshikh.html 
5 Ibid. 

http://xocali.net/en/falsifikacija
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and Shahids. The Armenian terror as an integral part of international 
terrorism (Baku, 2004) containing 531 names, including 7 unidentified 
bodies; after purging the list of repeated names it was reduced to 530 
names6. 
Manipulations to expand the list are as follows: abusing different ways to 
spell Azerbaijani last names in the Russian transcription: names are given 
in both versions with two persons appearing where there was only one. 
For example, the last name Ismayilova is rendered both as “Исмаилова 
Нурия Гачай Кызы” (Ismayilova Nuria Gachai Kyzy) and as “Исмайлова 
Нурия Гачай Кызы” (Ismailova Nuria Gachai Kyzy). Or with a “typo”, as, 
for example, in the case of the name Mamedob Jasarat Ziyad Oglu and 
Mamedov Jasarat Ziyad Ogly. Also, the double transcription is widely used 
in writing names that include letters such as “э/е” – “Елнара  Эльнара” 
(Elnara), “h/x” – “Гюльхара  Гюльяра” (Gyulhara), “y/й” –  “Зийад   Зияд” 
(Ziyad). And finally, names are given with and without the patro nymic. 
Importantly, 358 people on the casualty list were ablebodied males aged 
1863. In January 2014, 44 of 358 names were identified on the list of 
Azerbaijani servicemen who became martyrs during the hostilities be 
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan in Karabakh and on the state border in 
19911994, as published on the website of the State Service of Azerbaijan 
for Mobilization and Conscription7. 
Also, names of people who had passed away before the conflict or died in 
a completely different place were found. 
For example, Khayala Hasanova Eldar gyzy died in 19878 but appeared on 
the list of Khojalu victims. Safarov Shahverdi Bahlul died in Karinta ka 
(Dashatly), Aliyev Bakir Shiraslan died in Martakert (Agder), Abbasov 
Elkhan Kamran died in Shushi, Guliyev Farhad Safar died in Shahumyan 
(Goranboy), etc. Khudiyev Zahid Bahlul was mobilized in 1993 and was 
6 Ibid. 
7 The website of the State Service of Azerbaijan for Mobilization and Conscription. http://www.sefer berlik. 
gov.az/openmenu.php?omid=23&m1id=5 
8 Scanned record of the death certificate from the Stepanakert Civil Registry Office http://xocali.net/img/ 
HasanovaHaYa la1987UMERLA.jpg 

http://xocali.net/img/
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killed in Fizuli, and Radjabov Jabrail Mehdi was killed in Khojalu, but in 
1991. Mehdiyev Fikret Burzu died on January 28, 1992 “on the rail Agdam 
- Shusha”; remarkably, there are no railroad tracks there  the reference 
to the rail is thus unclear9. 
It is obvious that the artificial inflation of the death toll is geared to cause 
a greater public outcry over these events. However, a review of the name 
list reveals that allegations of 613 deaths are unfounded. The Azerbaijani 
side fails to give an evidencebased explanation as to where this figure 
came from. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
9 http://xocali.net/en/againlist.html 

http://xocali.net/en/again
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Victoria Ivleva, an eyewitness to the assault 
of Khojalu: 
“In the morning, I found myself in Khojaly. The 
village was on fire. There were bodies on the 
streets. I counted seven dead, one of them in 
police uniform. Next, we got ourselves un der 
salvos of automatic gunfire. The fire came 
from one of the houses where some Azerbai 

jani special force policemen were dug in.” 10 

After the assault started, a part of the population began to leave Khojaly 
trying to flee in the direction of Agdam. Some of the fleeing groups had 
armed men from the town garrison. 
People fled in two directions: from the eastern outskirts of the town to the 
northeast along the riverbed, with Askeran on their left side (this was the 
free corridor) and from the northern outskirts of the town to the north 
east – with Askeran on their right side. Thus, most civilians left Khojaly 
with approximately another 200300 remaining in town hidden in their 
houses and cellars11. 
Those who lost their way and went to the mountains were returned to 
Askeran by the Armenian side. A couple of days later, those who remained 
in the village (a total of about 700 people) were handed over to the Azer 
baijani side without preconditions, since the upkeep of such a large num 
ber of people under blockade and in disastrous social conditions was 
unfeasible as there was simply not enough food. 
Later, the Azerbaijani propaganda started exploiting the subject of “pris 
oners” but failed to produce any facts of illtreatment or violence against 
them, except for some verbal statements. Moreover, it is known that during 
the negotiations the Azerbaijani side refused to accept its citizens back. 
Khalig Bahadur, the correspondent of Azadlig: “Khojaly is on fire. The 
town is completely taken. The words of the military intercepted over radio: 

 
10 Victoria Ivleva: I walked with them http://www.xocali.net/en/iwaswalkingwiththem.html 
11 Report of Memorial Human Rights Center http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm 

http://www.xocali.net/en/i
http://old.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/karabah/Hojaly/Chapter1.htm
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“Do not kill women and children. Drive them on towards the center.” 12 

As a result, the number of survivors was 48 times higher than the num 
ber of those who lost their lives (2,000 or 4,000 depending on the num 
ber of residents remaining at the time of the assault). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Khojaly. The Chronicle of Genocide, Baku 1993, p. 12, ed. Azerneshr, comp. Elmira Akhundova, editors: 
Sabir Rustamkhanly, Chingiz Alioglu, Fuad Farajev 
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Chingiz Mustafayev, the cameraman who 
filmed the first footage showing the bodies of vic 
tims near the positions in Agdam. He began his 
own investigation and reported its results to the 
Investigative Commission of the Supreme Coun 
cil of Azerbaijan for Investigation of the Khojaly 
Tragedy. A few weeks later, in June 1992, he was 

killed in Lachin. By a fragment of an exploding shell, according to the 
official version. 
Eynulla Fatullayev, an Azerbaijani journalist, was sentenced to imprison 
ment by an Azerbaijani court on trumpedup charges for his Karabakh 
Diary and his writings on the Azerbaijani forum Atc.az to the effect that a 
free corridor was left open for the evacuation of civilians, and that it was 
the fighters of the Popular Front of Azerbaijan who were responsible for 
killing civilians near their positions in Agdam. Fatullayev was released from 
prison a completely different person: he became the head of a leading 
progovernmental propaganda resource, and now chooses not to recall 
his Karabakh Diary. 

The testimony by Eynulla Fattulaev: “In or 
der to understand what really happened, it is 
enough to consult the statements made at the 
ad hoc session of the Azerbaijani parliament 
dedicated to the Khojaly events in 1996. Listen 
to the statements by highranking representa 
tives of the ruling Yeni Azerbaijan party about 

what happened. They literally voiced the Armenian version of the events.” 
“But in all fairness, I must admit that a few years ago, I met some Khojaly 
refugees temporarily living in Naftalan who openly confessed to me that 
on the eve of the largescale offensive of the RussianArmenian contingent 
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of troops on Khojaly, the town was surrounded on all sides. As early as 
several days before the offensive, the Armenians never stopped to warn 
the population over loudspeakers about their planned operation offering 
civilians to leave the town and flee from the encirclement through the 
humanitarian corridor along the KarKar river. According to the Khojaly 
residents themselves, they went through this corridor, and indeed the 
Armenian soldiers positioned beyond the corridor did not open fire on 
them. For some reason, certain soldiers from the NFA battalion led a part 
of people from Khojaly toward the village of Nakhijevanik, which was then 
controlled by the Armenian battalion of Askeran. And the rest of them 
were hit by an artillery salvo at the foot of the Agdam region.1” 

In his turn, the first president of Azer- 
baijan Ayaz Mutalibov was forced to re 
sign over the events in Khojalu and later, in 
1992, had to flee Azerbaijan for his life to 
return there only in 2012 after having dis 
avowed his own statements. 
In April 1992, Mutalibov gave a detailed in 

terview to Nezavisimaya Gazeta, in which he stated that, according to the 
survivors from Khojaly, all of this had been organized to find a pretext for 
his resignation. 
“Some force was at play to discredit the president. I do not think that Ar 
menians, who deal with such situations in a very clear and knowledgeable 
manner, could let the Azerbajanis obtain documents that could expose 
their fascist actions. We can assume that somebody had interest in dis 
playing these images at the session of the Supreme Council and putting 
the entire focus on my person. 
Should I state that the Azerbaijani opposition was responsible for it, they 
can say that I am trying to smear them. But the general background be 
hind the reasoning is that the Armenians, after all, did leave an open a 
1 Interview with Eynulla Fatullayev at the Azerbajani forum atc.az, based on which a court action 
for defense of honor and dignity was filed by Tatyana Chaladze in relation to the web interview of E. 
Fatullayev on the Khojaly genocide(on the Sveiks forum), http://xocali.net/img/EynullaFatullayevin 
terviewATC.AZ.pdf, posting #35 

http://xocali.net/img/Eynulla
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corridor for people to flee. Then why should they open fire? Especially in 
an area near Agdam with enough forces at the time to go out and help 
the people. Or just come to an agreement  that the civilians must  leave. 
<…> The group from Agdam was in the vicinity and was responsible for 
keeping a constant eye on how things evolved. They should have evacuated 
the residents as soon as the military equipment had been put in place to 
encircle Khojaly. Earlier, I gave such an order regarding Shusha: keep the 
men, and evacuate women and children. Such are the laws of war: they 
must be saved. My conduct was impartial and unambiguous: I gave such 
orders, but it is not clear to me why they were not executed in Khojaly. 
<…> By the way, over this period, I spoke several times with Mkrtchyan, 
chairman of the NKR Armed Forces: “You dispatched thousands of men, 
give us a chance to take their bodies out”. However, he replied that there 
should not be any bodies: indeed, they had our people who were fed de 
spite food shortages, and they were prepared to exchange them for their 
own people who were held hostage.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the 
last shots 

captured by 
the camera 
of the late 

Chingiz 
Mustafayev 



 

FALSIFIED 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING 
THE DEATH 
OF PEOPLE FROM 
KHOJALU 



74  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

To show evidence of the “Armenian atrocities”, the Azerbaijani propagan 
da makes use of photos and videos passing the bodies of people killed 
under various circumstances in other countries (e.g. victims of Kosovo 
events, people killed in earthquakes, refugees in other regions and con 
flict zones) for the victims from Khojalu. 
You will find below only a few examples of manipulations making use of 
photographs unrelated to the events in Khojalu. 
Illustrations from textbooks, exhumed corpses, victims of earthquakes and so 
forth. More information and examples can be found at: http://www.xocali.net/ 
en/falsification01.html 
Thus, a boy victim of a 
1989 terrorist act, whose 
fate or name are un 
known, is passed off as a 
“victim of Khojalu”. 
Remarkably, the most 
sensational photo  used to 
become the “symbol of 
Khojalu” showed dead 
bodies in a valley, which 
in actual fact proved to be 
a shot from a documenta 
ry chronicle made in 1999 from the village of Račak in Yugoslavia. 
You can find below a brochure prepared by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
in dedication to Khojalu with its cover illustrating the said photograph. 
Yet, it must be noted that falsifications are far more numerous and go beyond 
the format of this project with only the most typical ones being presented here. 
By means of such falsifications, the Azerbaijani side seeks to give more 
weight and credibility to its version of the Khojalu events in the absence 
of genuine facts. 

http://www.xocali.net/
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The video footage from the Azerbaijani chronicles shows the same bod 
ies in a normal state and disfigured several days after. Apart from using 
photos unrelated to the events near Agdam, the Azerbaijani propaganda 
makes wide use of manipulation involving the original footage at its dis 
posal. 
Some images from the Azerbaijani video footage show the bodies of those 
killed at the location indicated by Chingiz Mustafayev, (i.e. 700 meters 
from the positions in Agdam) without traces of abuse, while other shots 
from this footage show the same dead but with signs of mutilation (scalp 
ing, cutting of limbs/soft tissues). 
The images below are taken from the original footage and depict people 
who died at the same time (on the night of February 25 to February 26, 
1992) and were photographed concurrently (on February 2829 and on 
March 23). This can be proved by their appearance in the original foot 
age. However, the nature of wounds inflicted on both men (one of them is 
a bleeding wound, the other is not) suggests that the first1 man was 
scalped at least several days after death, and the second2 man was scalped 
immediately after death (cf. photographs). 
The reason why this was done is obvious: it was essential to convey within 
the international community the impression that it was the handiwork of 
the “Armenian nationalists”. It is for this very reason that the Azerbaijani 
authorities did not let anyone access the scene of events immediately after 
the assault. 
Foreign and local journalists, including Ch. Mustafayev, were admitted to 
the scene of the tragedy only on March 23, expecting that they would see 
only what the Azerbaijani authorities considered essential to show to the 
world. 
1 http://www.xocali.net/en/skalpirovannijcherep.html 
2 http://www.xocali.net/ru/ivnovskalpirovannijcherep.html 

http://www.xocali.net/en/skalpirovannij
http://www.xocali.net/ru/i
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The only thing that the Azerbaijani propaganda machine failed to consider 
was that Chingiz Mustafayev would infiltrate the death scene immediately 
after the assault coming unbidden and filming the footage that completely 
thwarted their attempts to falsify the reality and to shift responsibility for 
what happened onto the opposite side. 
It should also be noted that manipulating the bodies of those who lost their 
lives and inviting journalists to the “Khojaly set” betrays a premeditated 
action meant to sacrifice the town residents in order to make subsequent 
use of their sacrifice against both internal political opponents (in order to 
overthrow Ayaz Mutalibov) and military adversaries (to generate a negative 
image of the Armenians in the eyes of the international community). 
To sum up all of the above, we find it essential to emphasize the following: 
- undoubtedly, a tragedy claiming human lives occurred during the night 
of February 2526; 
- this tragedy must not remain unpunished; 
- those who are really responsible for the tragedy must answer for it 
rather than those who were apportioned blame or those who want to be 
perceived as the guilty. 
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